
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Since 1922, the NFPA has sponsored the public observance of Fire 

Prevention Week. In 1925, President Calvin Coolidge proclaimed 

Fire Prevention Week a national observance, making it the 

longest-running public health observance in our country. During 

Fire Prevention Week, children, adults, and teachers learn how to 

stay safe in case of a fire. Firefighters provide lifesaving public 

education in an effort to drastically decrease casualties caused by 

fires. 

 

Fire Prevention Week is observed each year during the week of 

October 9th in commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire, which 

began on October 8, 1871, and caused devastating damage. This 

horrific conflagration killed more than 250 people, left 100,000 

homeless, destroyed more than 17,400 structures, and burned more 

than 2,000 acres of land. 
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Preparedness/Fire-Prevention-

Week/About 
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 Install smoke alarms on 
every level of your 
home, inside bedrooms 
and outside sleeping 
areas 
 

 Test smoke alarms 
every month.  

 

 Talk with family 
members about a fire 
escape plan and 
practice the plan 

 

 If a fire occurs, GET 
OUT, STAY OUT, AND 
CALL FOR HELP. Never 
go back inside for 

anything 

Fire Safety Tips 

from the Red Cross 
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 Public fire departments responded to 1,319,500 fires in 2017, a slight decrease of 2% from 
the previous year. 

 Every 24 seconds, a fire department in the United States responds to a fire somewhere in 
the nation. A fire occurs in a structure at the rate of one every 63 seconds, and a home fire 
occurs every 88 seconds.  

 Seventy-seven percent of all fire deaths occurred in the home, a decrease of 4% compared 
to 2016. 

 Home fires were responsible for 10,600 civilian injuries, or 72% of all civilian injuries, in 
2017. 

 An estimated $23 billion in property damage occurred as a result of fire in 2017, a large 
increase, as this number includes a $10 billion loss in wildfires in Northern California. 

 An estimated 22,500 structure fires were intentionally set in 2017, an increase of 13% over 
the year before. 
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 Pull the pin. 
 Aim the nozzle at the base of 

the fire. Hitting the tops of 
the flame with the 
extinguisher won’t be 
effective. You got to smother 

the sucker at its base. 
 Squeeze the trigger. In a controlled manner, 

squeeze the trigger to release the agent. 
 Sweep from side to side. Sweep the nozzle 

from side to side until the fire is put out. 
Keep aiming at the base while you do so. Most 
extinguishers will give you about 10-20 
seconds of discharge time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Types of Extinguishers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


