
City of Charleston 

Historic Preservation Commission 
City Council Chambers 

520 Jackson Avenue 

Charleston, IL 

April 26, 2019 

MINUTES 

 

1. Meeting called to order 8:05 

2. Commissioners present: Kit Morice, Merry Lichtenberger, Erin Blitz, Peter Quinn, Nora Pat 

Small, and Giuliana Dongu 

City Staff Present: Alex Winkler 

3.  The March 22, 2019 minutes were approved unanimously on motion by Erin and second by 

Giuliana. 

Old Business 

1. City Planner Reports—work on the south side of Fetcher’s is parking for Huck’s. Meat 

market is getting close to opening, perhaps in next few weeks. Alex and Steve are still reviewing 

TIF applications for 2019-20. The City is adding more parking out at Lake Charleston. Kit 

wonders if we might be able to demarcate the historic significance of Threlkheld Barn (Red Barn) 

at the Lake, which was built as part of the early 20th-century amusement park out there. 

2. Update building survey of Square—Erin has been taking pictures around the Square. 

3. Replacement for Blair Lord—position is still open. Kit may reach out to Becky Hartney. 

Glenna Starkey is still a possibility. Kit could send her a letter. Marcus Ricci may be another 

possibility. Peter suggested a number of business owners on the Square, too. On a side note, we 

might invite Ryan Strange to come talk to us so we can introduce ourselves and any historic 

preservation resources we may be able to provide to him. 



 

4. Comprehensive Plan updates and historic preservation— 

Kit attended the April Comp Plan meeting when they discussed Economic Development. Goal 2’s 

first recommendation had to do with downtown. Committee members discussed how to define 

“downtown,” and exploring incentive programs. They agreed to add language about exploring 

National Register listing as one of the incentive programs. Preferred to prioritize “visitor 

information and commercial village” on Lincoln across from campus rather than encourage 

students to avail themselves of the Square businesses. They will tackle Housing at the May 

meeting (and maybe Parks and Recreation). We will discuss the wording for the Historic 

Preservation section at our next monthly meeting. 

5. June Events— 

June 1—Tour de Charleston 

June 1 is also Muse Fest, following Tour de Charleston 

June 12-13 Grand Illinois Cycling Tour—Unique Suites is having a special program for attendees 

on the evening of June 12, and a program is planned for Lake Charleston, too. The evening of the 

13th would be the night to offer special downtown events or hours. Peter may have his second 

floor open if his tenants have moved out. Kit will ask Steve Pamperin about providing a draft of 

the brochure for the riders so that Peter can circulate to business owners on the Square. 

New Business 

1. Landmarks Illinois Tax Credit program—Nora Pat and Deborah 

Nora Pat provided a brief overview of the presentation. The state historic preservation tax 

credit will have an annual aggregate cap of $15 million, and no more than $3 million per 

project. Applicants must attend a meeting in Springfield on June 5. The applications will 

be judged on a set of priorities: formerly under government ownership; in a low-income 

census tract; in a county that borders a state with a state historic tax credit; involves not-

for-profit organization or a community development entity; former federal disaster 

declaration (within past three years). All applicants must have applied for the Federal tax 

credit and have an NPS Part II application approved before the meeting in Springfield. 



They must submit a complete hard copy of the full application. The website will open 

June 5, and be activated July 10. Up to 65% of available funds may be used in the first 

round. The second round opens September 25 with a mandatory meeting. 

2. Other 

Kit—Addendum to the Will Rogers local listing includes the important interior features. 

Should we send that to the architect? Kit will check with Deborah about forwarding the 

listing and addendum. 

The meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 9:28 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

______________________________ 

Kit Morice 

Secretary Pro Tem 

 


