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1. Kit Morice called the meeting to order at 8:03. 

2. Roll Call: Kit Morice, Peter Quinn, Giuliana Dongu, Bob Bertrand, Matt Madigan, and Nora 
Pat Small all in attendance. 

3. Guests: Deborah Muller, Steve Pamperin, Alex Winkler. 

4. The January minutes were approved unanimously on a motion by Giuliana, second by Peter, 
with some minor corrections—Giuliana’s misspelled name was corrected; #4 under Old 
Business, second to last sentence should read, “Kit reminded Alex that a COA would be needed 
for the Will Rogers building.” 

 

Old Business 

 

1. Steve Pamperin and Alex Winkler provided an update from the Planning Office. There was no 
new TIF report. The CTF building has not submitted anything to the Office yet. The building is 
being gutted on the interior. There followed a general discussion of other new developments on 
the square. [See New Business for Comp Plan update.] 

 

2. Visit by Frank Butterfield of Landmarks IL. 

Kit and Nora Pat met with Steve and Alex earlier in the week. Steve recommended that the 
Commission invite Frank to the City Council’s December retreat to do a presentation on the new 
statewide preservation tax credits. That will give us time to update the old Square architectural 
survey. IHPA issued a preliminary Determination of Eligibility for the National Register in 2004. 
The Commission has taken the suggestion under advisement. 

 

3. Architectural survey of Courthouse Square 



Commission members will receive a hard and/or electronic copy of the old survey. We might 
take a preliminary walk around the square at the March meeting in order to divide up the survey 
duties. 

 

4. Blair Lord has officially resigned from the Commission as he is moving to Massachusetts. The 
Commission thanks him for his service as a member and as secretary. We will need a 
replacement. Kit will be contacting a couple of people about serving. 

 

5. Bronze Marker program. 

In conjunction with Blair Lord’s departure, Deborah Muller reminded the commission about the 
intent to offer bronze plaques to owners of locally designated landmarks. Blair has expressed 
interest. The city will contribute $150 towards the cost of each marker. Bob Murphy has 
estimated the plaques will cost $315. Bob moved that we adopt a plaque program for locally 
landmarked buildings. Peter seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. Marking the Lord 
house (named for President Lord, first president of EIU) will kick off the program. Deborah will 
send letters to the owners of the other landmarked buildings explaining the program to them. 

 

New Business 

 

1. Comprehensive Plan updates 

Steve Pamperin provided an update. The 2009 plan is the most recent one, and will be updated 
this year. The document deals with issues city-wide and includes Historic Preservation. It will 
have goals and recommendations for the next ten years. He would like the Preservation 
Commission to contribute its thoughts for broad goals as well finer-tuned recommendations for 
action. If the Commission can have its suggestions completed at its March meeting, those 
suggestions could go to Steve in time to be incorporated for the April Planning meeting. The 
Community Profile section will be completed in March. (So the Commission will need to meet 
earlier than its regular March meeting in order to complete that section.) Steve also noted that 
Commission members should feel free to contribute to any part of the plan, as individual 
residents or as a Commission. Deborah will get copies of the planning documents to everyone. 

 

2. City Retreat, Dec. 2019. 

We will be given time for a power point. Giuliana suggested that Commission members attend 
City Council meetings once a month or so, to keep the Council apprised of what we’re doing as a 
Commission. We could speak as part of the public comment period without having to be on the 
agenda. 



 

3. Certified Local Government Continuing Education requirement. 

CLG status requires that at least one member of the Commission participate in professional 
development each year, but the state has not been doing its biennial conference, making it more 
difficult to fulfill the requirement. We are currently out of compliance. Landmarks Illinois is 
doing a series of events, including a session in Alton on March 30 about the new statewide 
historic preservation tax credits. If we attend, Deborah can secure a city vehicle for us. She will 
also check that we’re still members of the Illinois Association of Historic Preservation 
Commissions. 

 

4. Budget 

Deborah will be working on our budget in the coming week. She will include professional 
memberships and the Landmark Plaques program. Commission members also recommended 
including the cost of a simple brochure for the walking tour, possibly pastries and coffee for 
public meeting on preservation issue (yet to be determined), and expenses for attendance at 
professional development events. 

 

Bob Bertrand inquired about the status of the Lincoln plaque in the Sherer block. It was privately 
purchased and is in a privately owned building, but question is whether it could be moved a 
public location as a step toward marking important historic sites around the Square and the City. 
Perhaps in the sidewalk in front of the building? 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m. 


