Historic Preservation Commission
City of Charleston
City Council Chambers
520 Jackson Avenue
Charleston, Illinois
January 18, 2019

Minutes

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Kit Morice called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  In attendance were members Merry Lichtenberger, Matt Madigan, Bob Bertrand, Peter Quinn, Giulliana Dongu, and Erin Blitz.  City Building Code Official Alex Winkler, City Clerk Deborah Muller, and EIU Student Intern Alec Holzmacher, were also in attendance.
2. August 17, 2018 meeting minutes – Kit questioned the unanimous vote taken on that date and suggested that the vote count be amended to include who voted how.  Matt Madigan’s name should be removed from the list of those who attended.  Minutes were then approved with these changes.  (M/S/V Merry/Giulliana/unanimous)
3. The November minutes were approved. (M/S/V Merry, Bob/unanimous.)

Old Business

4. City Report – Alex reported on TIF projects.  Repairs to the South Side Café roof and rafters has been completed.  TIF money has been approved for Mr. Strange’s glass on 507 7th Street.  On the NE corner of the square, HOPE had Ed Carter Construction do some repair work on the dentil molding.  There is now a barricade on the sidewalk in front of the Will Rogers Theater.  There have been Façade failures with the glass and tile.  The Property owner has been notified and some minimal repairs appear to have been undertaken.  Kit reminded Alex that a COA would be needed for WUR building.  Jake’s building has been taken down as a public safety issue, and Sigma Pi has yet to request any building permits.
5. Federal and State Tax Credits and the National Register – Kit reported that she had heard from Frank Butterfield.  He is not available in February.  She had also copied Steve Thompson on these emails and she got a response from Amy Hathaway (Survey & National Register Specialist) and Andrew Heckenkamp (Survey & National Register Coordinator), Illinois State Historic Preservation Office, National Register of Historic Places, that there had been preliminary approval in 2004 about the Charleston Square qualifying for National Register of Historic Places.  An updated building survey is being requested.  It was noted by Commission members that Charleston has elections coming up this spring, so perhaps our meeting/program should be scheduled afterwards.  There was discussion about historic photos of the Square owned by Nancy Easter Schick.  Scanning of these photos could be of help with preparing the building survey.  It was suggested that Deborah provide pdf copies of the previous survey for the commission members.

New Business

6. Blair Lord’s seat on the commission needs to be filled.  Members are looking for an available replacement.  Andy Cougill’s name was floated as a possibility.
7. The City Comprehensive Plan meeting is taking place.  In 2009 the HPC updated the historic preservation section.  2019 might also need an update.   Kit suggested the Main Street program from the previous plan should be removed since the program has not flourished in Illinois.  It could be replaced by the National Register of Historic Places.  Kit will be notified when the section comes up for discussion.

Meeting was adjourned—9:03 a.m. (M/S/V Merry/Erin/Unanimous) 

Next planned meeting is February 15, 2019. 
