
CHARLESTON TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

APRIL 16, 2014 
 The Charleston Tree Commission meeting of April 16, 2014 was called to order by acting 
Chairman, Vince Gutowski at 5:30 PM in the upstairs conference room of City Hall at 520 Jackson 
Avenue, Charleston, IL. 

 Members present were Robert Wagoner, Gary Cole, Gordon Tucker (left the meeting at 6 PM), 
Dale McCullough and Vince Gutowski.  Also present were Curt Devore (superintendent of Charleston 
Parks and Facilities Maintenance), Stephanie Markham (EIU Daily Eastern News reporter) and Jennifer 
Behnken, (Community Forester from SIU-C). 

 Jennifer Behnken delivered a presentation about the Emerald Ash Borer problems and progress 
throughout the state and about the Ash Tree Tagging program that can help a community become 
aware of ash trees and the EAB problem.  She also gave suggestions about how to implement the 
program in our town as part of our Arbor Day activities. 

 The minutes of the March 26, 2014 meeting were not approved due to lack of a quorum. 

 

Old Business 

Problem trees.  Curt Devore announced the removal of a problem Ash tree on private property.  
The tree was removed by Ameren CIPS at no cost to the city or homeowner. 

New Business 

Arbor Day 2014.   
• Grate Tree Project.  Curt Devore announced that the grates around the trees planted on 

the Courthouse Square have been picked up and removed.  The exposed ground around 
the trees will be cleaned of debris and mulch will be put down in place of the cast iron 
grates. 

• Tree Plantings.  Several schools will be involved in tree plantings as part of Arbor Day 
celebration activities.  Stan Adkins will assist in scheduling plantings at several schools.  
The Charleston Chill girl’s soft ball team will assist in planting trees at NeCo Park shortly 
after Arbor Day.  The Charleston Chill has provided the necessary funds to purchase the 
trees. 

• Ash Tree Tagging. There will be tagging of ash trees throughout the city and EIU Campus 
as part of the Arbor Day celebration activities.  Vince Gutowski presented maps created 
by Jason Koonce (City GIS Specialist) that showed the distribution of known Ash trees on 
public property.  It was estimated that there are a minimum of 75 ash trees on City Right 
of Ways and in Parks, and approximately 145 Ash trees on EIU property. 

Gordon Tucker and Dale McCullough will coordinate Ash tree tagging on the EIU 
campus.  They will be assisted by Andy Methven and several students from botany 
classes.   Dale will have the EIU FPM intern produce maps showing the distribution of 
trees on the campus. 



Curt Devore has all the tree tags, forms and maps.  He will coordinate the 
tagging of trees on city property.  Rob Wagoner and Vince Gutowski and volunteers will 
help tag ROW trees throughout the city; Curt Devore and volunteers will help tag trees 
around the Courthouse Square and in the City parks.  The tagging will take place just 
before and after Arbor Day to accommodate schedules.  Jason Koonce has produced a 
new spreadsheet of known Ash trees on public space in the city.  He has produced a 
table that has given a number ID to the Ash trees and a space for volunteers to write in 
the diameter of the individual trees.  He is also preparing several maps for volunteers 
doing the tagging; the maps have labels indicating the Numbered Ash trees. This should 
make tagging, measuring and reporting a bit easier for the volunteers.  All data collected 
can be turned in to Curt Devore, who will turn it in to Jason so he can enter the 2014 
diameters of the Ash trees into the city geodatabase. 

 

Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM on a motion by Robert Wagoner and seconded by Dale 
McCollugh.   

 

Submitted by Vince Gutowski  


