
CHARLESTON  TREE  COMMISSION----MEETING OF  

MARCH 30, 2016 

 

Prairie Fire Crabapple tree 

                         The  meeting of  March  30, 2016 was convened in the upstairs conference room 

at 520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois at 6:44 PM. Stan Adkins acted as facilitator for the 

meeting as new officers have not been elected. 

                          Members present were Cynthia Nichols, Gary Cole, Stan Adkins ,Ian Pendergast-

White, Dale McCullough, and Kent Macy. Also present was C. J. Applegate, Superintendent of 

Parks and Facilities Maintenance. 

                          The minutes of the February 24, 2016 minutes were approved as printed on a 

motion by Dale McCullough as seconded by Ian Pendergast-White. The vote was 6-0.  Prior to 

the vote, members reviewed the topics from the previous  meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Officers for 2016; Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary.  Cynthia Nichols declined the position of Chair, 

but volunteered to be the Vice-Chair. In the ensuing conversation the members agreed to ask 

Bob Wagoner to be Chair based on his knowledge of Tree Board activities over the last several 

years and his knowledge of tree species. Adkins will inform Bob of the Board’s request to be 

Chair prior to the April meeting. 

Open position of a one year term [Dr. Whiteside].  Larry  Shobe has agreed to become a Tree 

Board member replacing Dr. Whiteside. Larry has great expertise in woody plants and will be an 

excellent member of the Board. His name will be provided to Deb Mueller, City Clerk. The City 

Council will need to confirm his appointment at an upcoming City meeting. 

Tree Campus USA.  Discussion centered on retrieving the 2014 re-application information 

submitted by Andy Methven. Gordon Tucker will work on the 2015 re-application. Adkins will 

call Andy  [South Carolina] to see if he has a copy in a computer file.  Other options would be to 



contact The National Arbor Day Foundation directly or Reinee Hildebrandt, Administrator for 

the Illinois Urban Forestry program. 

City tree for spring 2016/Red Bud in 2015.  Gary Cole spoke in favor of planting the fall blooming 

variety of Golden Rain tree in honor of Dr. Wesley Whiteside. Discussion followed on the 

availability of planting stock.  Dale McCullough will see if it’s still possible to dig up seedlings 

from Dr. Whiteside’s property. It is now under the stewardship of Eastern Illinois University and 

plants are protected. In the  past  Loew’s  in Forsyth, Illinois had potted Golden Rain trees for 

sale.  The Golden Rain tree is considered invasive in southern United States and as  far north as 

southern Illinois. It may be difficult to acquire. Kent Macy spoke in favor of finding native trees 

to plant as he has spent his career fighting invasive plants.  C. J. Applegate provided a list of 

suggested plants from Wolke’s nursery in Siegel, Illinois. They sell trees whole sale in 3-7 gallon 

pots.   

                 It was decided that the Tree Board would order 6 Shumard Oaks and 6 Prairie Fire 

Crabapples from Wolke’s Nursery for planting on or near Arbor Day which is April 29th in 2016.  

Gary Cole made the motion to purchase the 12 trees and it was seconded by Ian Pendergast-

White. Motion passed 6-0. Gary Cole will pursue buying Golden Rain trees  with his donation. 

               Planting sites were discussed and the Board concluded that NECO Field, the Coolidge 

Triangle, the 2 Baker Fields, and possibly the Charleston Middle school and Mark Twain 

Elementary school would be good planting sites. The Shumard Oaks would be planted in more 

open spaces because of it’s growth size. 

               The Board will pursue partnering with a youth group such as 4-H through the Coles 

County University of Illinois Extension Office. Also, Cynthia Nichols will check with Boy Scout 

Troop 141 although it may be too late to get them to organize  planting on Arbor Day this year. 

Another group suggested was the Agriculture class at Charleston High School. Adkins will 

inquire about that possibility. 

               Pendergast-White volunteered to use his equipment and expertise to demonstrate the 

proper planting of a larger tree. This might be part of an Arbor Day ceremony. 

                  Adkins will pursue contacting Rick Johnson, Ameren   State Vegetation Manager to 

see if Ameren would donate money toward our Arbor Day program. 

 

Sidewalk project on north side of Monroe street/8th to 13th Street.   3 members of the Board have 

evaluated the trees between 8th and 13th street on Monroe as to removal or retention of trees. 

After discussion it was decided that the whole Board would meet on Monroe Street at 5:45 PM 



on April 20th to evaluate the various trees. The regular meeting will follow at 6:30 PM at 520 

Jackson Avenue. Adkins provided a summary of the recommendations made so far by the 3 

members completing their evaluations. 

Problem trees.   None cited 

EAB monitoring/EAB chemical treatment.   Adkins suggested that  members of the Tree Board 

could help monitor for EAB infection by observing clusters of Ash trees as they grow in the City. 

Such sites as sister City Park and the Square have multiple ash plantings. Also, the Board should 

be looking for healthy mid-size  ash trees that the City staff might treat chemicaly  with 

ArborMectin. 2 city staff members have been trained in the tree injection system. Adkins also 

handed out  information about chemicals that be purchased locally by homeowners including 

how to apply, names of chemicals, and  when to apply the chemicals. This is provided by the 

University of Wisconsin Extension as “A Homeowner’s Guide to Emerald Ash Borer Insecticide 

Treatments”. It was pointed out that for a 2 year protection against EAB, homeowners should 

contact a Certified Arborist for injecting their trees. 

               Gary Cole will contact Curt Buescher about helping the homeowner on north 5th street 

remove an infected  ash tree. Cole will  ask Buescher to check again to find out if the tree is on 

city property or private property before removal. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Next Meeting.  The Board decided to hold the next meeting on Wednesday, April 20th, NOT 

Wednesday, April 27th in order to have proper time for completing Arbor Day Plans. The motion 

for a change in meeting date was made by Dale McCullough and seconded by Kent Macy. 

Motion passed 6-0.  The Board will meet at 5:45 PM on Monroe Street to evaluate trees 

between 8th and 13th  streets and then convene at 6:30 PM in the upstairs conference room at 

520 Jackson avenue, Charleston, Illinois. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM on a motion by Gary Cole as 

seconded by Dale McCullough. 

 

Submitted by: Stan Adkins, Secretary 

 


