
 
 

It’s that time of year. It’s easy to get caught up in the holiday 
spirit. There are decorations to put up, shopping to be done, 
and parties to celebrate the holiday season. It is during this 
time that everyone needs to be more aware of the dangers that 
potentially exist during the festive season. Make sure you and 
your family celebrate by using some of the safe practices listed 
in this newsletter. We hope everyone has a SAFE and happy 

holiday season.  

Holiday Safety Month 

READY TO RESPOND 
NEWSLETTER 

CITY OF CHARLESTON      DECEMBER 2016 CHARLESTON FIRE DEPT 

Holiday Safety Month 

Find important information 

about holiday safety 

Page 1 

FEMA Holiday Fire 
Statistics 

 

Page 2 

IEMA Press Release 

Holiday Safety Month Press 

Release 
Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holiday Electrical Safety Tips 
 

 Inspect electrical decorations for damage before use 

 Do not overload electrical outlets 

 Never connect more than three strings of incandescent 
lights 

 Check decorations for certification labels (i.e UL) 

 Protect cords from damage 

 Turn off, unplug, and extinguish decorations when going 

to sleep or leaving the house 
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Holiday Celebration Safety 
  

Take our role as host 
seriously 
 
Ensure Designated Drivers 
are available 
 
Offer a place to stay 
 
Provide plenty of food so 
guest will not drink as 
much 
 
Don’t push drinks 
 
Use caution for smokers 
and loose ashes 
 
If at a public setting, Do 
Not Leave Your Drink 
Unattended 
 
Avoid celebrations that 

include illegal substances 
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Shopping Safety Tips from Avery.com 
 
Try to shop in pairs. Avoid parking the car in dark, isolated areas. Be suspicious of strangers that come up to 
you for no reason. They may be trying to distract you in order to take your purse, packages or other 
belongings. 
 
- Make purchases with a check or credit card, and avoid carrying large amounts of cash. When you hand your 
card over to the salesperson, never let the card out of your sight. When you get home, keep a record of 
purchases you’ve made on your card, and check them against your monthly statement. 
 
- Keep an eye out for identity theft. Monitor your credit reports on a regular basis and look for unauthorized 
activity or new accounts that have been opened in your name without your knowledge. According to the 
Federal Trade Commission, if your identity has been stolen contact the fraud department at one of the 
major credit bureaus: Equifax (1-888-766-0008), Experian (1-888-397-3742) or TransUnion (1-800-680-7289). 
The bureau will place a fraud alert on your file and notify the other two bureaus of the alert. 
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Illinois Emergency Management Agency 
Press Release 

 IEMA Highlights Safety during the Holidays 
 

Encourages holiday shoppers to give preparedness gifts this year 
 

SPRINGFIELD – If you’re trying to find the perfect holiday gifts for everyone on your list, the Illinois 

Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) is offering ideas that will help your loved ones stay safe when 

disaster strikes. IEMA is focusing on holiday safety throughout December as part of its annual 

preparedness campaign. 

 

“As we saw with the flooding last December, disasters can happen at any time and without much 

warning,” said IEMA Director James Joseph. “Giving friends and loved ones items that will help them be 

better prepared for the unexpected shows how much you care about their safety.”  

 

Joseph said preparedness gift ideas include the following: 

 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather alert radio with battery 

backup, a tone-alert feature and Specific Area Message Encoding (SAME) technology. These 

radios provide warnings and critical post-event information for tornadoes and other severe weather, 

natural, environmental and public safety hazards. 

 Flashlight with extra batteries. 

 First aid kit with sterile bandages and gauze pads in assorted sizes; antiseptic; latex gloves; 

tweezers; scissors; soap and moistened towelettes; and thermometer. 

 Home emergency preparedness kit stocked with a three-day supply of bottled water and non-

perishable food; battery-powered radio, weather radio and flashlights with extra batteries; first aid 

kit; shut-off wrench (to turn off household gas and water); manual can opener; and fire 

extinguisher. 

 Vehicle emergency preparedness kit stocked with a flashlight with extra batteries; first aid kit; 

water and non-perishable snacks; blankets; windshield scraper and brush; booster cables; sack of 

sand or kitty litter; tool kit; and shovel.  The items can be packed in a backpack or rubber tub. 

 

Most preparedness gift items can be found in hardware and department stores. For additional information 

on emergency preparedness, visit the Ready Illinois website at www.Ready.Illinois.gov 

http://www.ready.illinois.gov/

