Historic Preservation Commission
City of Charleston
City Council Chambers
520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois
June 20, 2014 
Minutes

1) Erin Blitz called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.  In attendance were members; Elisa Roberts, Gary Henigman, Kit Morice, and Susan Bartlett. City Clerk Deborah Muller and Nora Pat Small were not in attendance.
2) Minutes – Minutes from the May meeting were corrected as follows: Item #5 should reference a CLG grant rather than a KLG grant.  The minutes were moved by Elisa, seconded by Kit, and approved.
 
New Business

3) COA --= 870 7th Street (Lynette Drake – Ray Carr) In the absence of the principals to answer questions there was a wide ranging discussion.  Items discussed included:  height, breaking of ground before appearing at HPC, etc.  There was general agreement that the proposed location is generally the best site for it.   Curious as to whether there would be “living space” above the garage.  Much discussion!  There will have to be some changes (height specifically) in order to get a permit.  Questions about windows: type, placement, etc.  It was decided that drawings to scale with window placement etc. need to be resubmitted before action can be taken.  This will be communicated through Mr. Pamperin.  Discussion ensued of members availability after June 30 should another meeting be needed on this matter before the next scheduled meeting. 
4) There was a discussion of the City Planner’s Letter regarding backyard decks in the Historic District – What to do?  It does not appear that the ordinance really pertains as written.  Discussion of fencing restrictions.  Wheel chair ramps in front of buildings came up.  The matter of a pergola came up.  When a backyard deck is such that it does not “damage” the house… Discussed sticking with the “if it doesn’t require a building permit, and doesn’t constitute a major change” language for things in the rear of a structure.  There was a consensus agreement on this.  
5) Information Resources acquired by Deborah were shared and briefly discussed.
6) Brief discussion of Will Rogers and an interest by Issac Dallas in doing a fundraiser.  Kit shared what she knew, but much is unclear. 
7) Future agenda items – A downtown tour, and a Mr. Steve Thompson’s desire to have a potential nomination to Landmarks Illinois for a Driehaus Foundation award for HPC’s advocacy of the Post Office project.  There was a discussion of the materials that will be needed for this item. 

Old/Continued Business

1) City Report – No city report. 
2) IHPA Grant Workshop – Erin reported on her attendance.  “It was interesting.”  Apparently, there is some federal money available.  Erin mentioned a grant to the City of Evanston that was aimed at letting property owners/buyers be aware of the restrictions of an historic district.  Discussion about attaching an “historic designation” to a property title.  November is probably the deadline for the next grant cycle
3) Website – Erin discussed some remaining elements on which she is still working.  The “old” site had to be formally closed because keeping both old and new open would incur an additional cost.  Discussion about various elements that have been included and elements yet to be included.  Probably need publicity that HPC has a website.  Gary will draft a press release
4) Annual Report to IHPA – Gary is working on what needs to be done.  It is a work in progress.  Gary will see if what Deborah submitted satisfies or partially satisfies the reporting requirement.
5) Historic Campus Buildings – No additional follow up at this time.  Paul McCann is the current occupant of the VPBA position at EIU.  
6) Empty seat on HPC – Gary has been in contact with Merry Lichtenberger who is willing to serve on the HPC.  The Mayor will be contacted to move this along.  


Kit moved to adjourn the meeting and Susan seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 a.m.


Respectfully submitted, Blair Lord, Secretary
	

Historic Preservation Commission	Page 1

