Historic Preservation Commission
City of Charleston
City Council Chambers
520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois
April 21, 2014 
Minutes

1) Gary Henigman called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  Also in attendance were members; Elisa Roberts, Susan Bartlett, Erin Blitz, Blair Lord, Kit Morice and Nora Pat Small. City Clerk Deborah Muller was in attendance.
2) Minutes – Minutes from the March meeting were corrected and approved; Kit moved and Elisa seconded.
 
Old/Continued Business
3) City Report – No city report from the planner or inspector.  Deborah reported that city signage was still pending.  Erin asked why the city doesn’t have a For Sale sign in the window of 513 7th Street.  Elisa shared her vision of the use of the building on the square as a city museum.
4) Riot Celebration – It was noted by members of the commission that there were many out of town visitors in Charleston for the event.  Susan had 400 people tour her home on Saturday.  The weather was very cold and the HPC’s Square tour was lightly attended.  Discussions about future HPC tours took place; embedding the architectural images that Elisa provided into the text, creating a text for a DIY walking tour, and continuing to fill out our current tour notes with more information.  Gary will place the subject of an August tour on the June agenda.
5) Nora Pat Small has preservation students giving presentation from 9-10 a.m. on April 30th in Coleman Hall at EIU.  HPC members were invited to attend.
6) Matt Webb replacement – Gray read aloud an email from Mayor Rennels.  He is not in favor of changing the residency requirements for the HPC but is flexible in finding members of the community without specific expertise.  Gary and Kit will contact some potential members and see if they are interested.
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New Business
7) City Repairs of Local Bridges – Steve Thompson of the Coles County Historic Preservation Advisory Council contacted Gary with his concerns about the bridge repairs. The bridges over the Town Branch are on the historic register which triggered mortar tests to protect them from inadequate repairs.  Deborah pointed out that the city had done the appropriate mortar tests and all bidders were familiar with the requirements.  Kit stated that the funding for the bridge repairs (tuck-pointing) is coming from the MFT (Motor Fuel Tax) so the city is able to make decisions rather than turning to IDOT.

Wooden Bridge – The wooden bridge on Reynolds is possibly going to be removed by the city.  The JG-TC ran a story in the paper 4/18/2014 about the bridge. According to the article, the city has plans to build a new bridge or bring the road down to grade.  Deborah will check to see if the city owns the bridge.  It is an unusual construction.  Kit expressed the opinion that if the city choses to remove it full documentation should take place.  Gary requested that the city keep the HPC in the loop in regards to the bridge issue.  Deborah pointed out that the city council has already received bids and is moving along with the project.
8) EIU Historic Structures – Gary asked if the HPC could hook up with the University to be made aware of campus changes.  Pemberton Hall, Old Main and McAfee Gym are all on the Historic Registry.  Kit pointed out that these are historic resources of the community.  Blair pointed out that the state is not releasing monies that have been approved for repairs.  There was a discussion about the Blair Hall fire and the reconstruction.  Gary expressed his hope that the city via the HPC could be included in discussions about historic buildings on campus.  Blair suggested that contacting the VP of Business Affairs would be the place to start.

Kit pointed out that other campuses have signage on their historically significant buildings.  Giving historic campus tours could be a possibility.  Gary suggested building photos for the Eastern electronic screens.  He will contact Dan Nadler.
9) Harrison & 7th Street Church – Elisa was contacted and asked by the owner if a COA would be needed when they replaced the roof.  The HPC confirmed that unless they are changing the roof line or other significant changes a COA is not needed for most roof replacements.
10) Tarble Awards – May 8th at the Tarble Arts Center, the awards and recognition event for the Association for Preservation of Historic Coles County, Coles County Regional Planning & Development Commission, and the Coles County Historic Advisory Council will take place.  This year the Old Post Office, Dodge Grove Cemetery and the Frazier Home will be added to the Coles County Register of Historic Places.
11) Gary thanked Elisa for writing and submitting the information about our Post Office to the ACHP.
12) Kit reminded Gary that a report is due at the end of the fiscal year to the IHPA.
13) Philadelphia Conference – After looking at the agenda, Gary felt it wouldn’t be worth the city using funds to send an HPC member this year.

Erin moved to adjourn the meeting and Elisa seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 9:16 a.m.


Respectfully submitted, Erin Blitz, Secretary
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