Historic Preservation Commission
City of Charleston
City Council Chambers
520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois
March 21, 2014 
Minutes

1) Gary Henigman called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.  Also in attendance were members; Susan Bartlett, Erin Blitz, Blair Lord, Kit Morice and Nora Pat Small. Matt Webb was not in attendance but City Clerk, Deborah Muller was in attendance.
2) Minutes – Minutes from the February meeting were approved; Elisa made the motion and Kit seconded. 
Old/Continued Business
a) City Report – No city report.  Deborah did point out that there had been no further movement on the signage issue.
b) Preservation Fair – It took place on February 22 at the library.  Gary reported that it went smoothly and was small but successful.  Suggestions for a future fair were made.  Nora Pat has suggested a Preservation “Bazar”; a larger more diverse event that could include collectors and other history based topics.  Kit reported that energy efficiency, insulation, and replacement windows were her most frequent questions.  Perhaps more hands-on activities could be included.
c) Riot Tours – Kit and Elisa are working on a script for the tours that we begin at the Riot Mural on Saturday and Sunday, March 29-30th.  Assignments of tours took place.  Blair is available at 2:00 p.m.  Elisa and Erin will cover the 12:00 Saturday tour, and Kit will cover Sunday’s 11:00 a.m. tour with the help of Elisa or Erin.  A discussion of the houses on the other house tour followed.  Deborah offered to take the hard copy of the old script and have it converted electronically and Kit and Elisa will edit and prepare the final script.  Gary pointed out that a recent Civil War presentation at the library drew a large crowd. 
d) Matt Webb is still on the commission.  Gary will contact him to ask if he is resigning before his August term is over.  Names of possible new commission members were discussed.  The possibility of changing the HPC Ordinance to allow members of the community that live outside the city limits was discussed.  An amendment including new language with wording that could include “no more than 2 members of the commission will live outside the city limits” or “members must live within a ? mile radius of the city of Charleston” were suggested.  It was pointed out that this has been a frequent problem in filling the seats on the commission, especially finding contractors that live within the city limits.
New Business
a) Brian Edwards owner of the lot on Harrison and 7th street is considering building and it is inside the Historic District.  A discussion about appropriate “styles” took place.  Kit pointed out that there are 4 decades of styles included within the Historic District.  Erin stated that she was not in favor of an imitation type design.  Deborah reminded the commission that Mr. Edwards will need to either build a house on the site or remove the garage to conform to city codes.  He will need to have building plans to get a building permit and should be able to file a COA using those plans.  
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Erin brought up the email from the ACHP that had been recently forwarded by Deborah to the commission members.  The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation is collecting information regarding the USPS disposal of property and local concerns.  Since the Charleston HPC has dealt with this issue, and has had concerns, Elisa and Gary will put together some information on our dealings with the USPS during the sale of our Post Office building and send it to the ACHP before the April 1st deadline.

Erin moved to adjourn the meeting and Blair seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 a.m.


Respectfully submitted, Erin Blitz, Secretary
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