Historic Preservation Commission
City of Charleston
City Council Chambers
520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois
February 21, 2014 
Minutes

1) Kit Morice called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.  Also in attendance were members; Susan Bartlett, Erin Blitz, Blair Lord, and Nora Pat Small. Gary Henigman was not in attendance but City Inspector, Dennis Wolf, City Planner, Steve Pamperin, City Clerk, Deborah Muller, and Curt Buescher were in attendance.
2) Minutes – Minutes from the January meeting were approved; Elisa made the motion and Susan seconded. 
Old/Continued Business
3) City Report – Steve said that the TIF applications for the current round are due the 28th (Feb.).  There have been many applicants.  With a fifty-fifty split, $100,000 was spent in private and TIF funds last year on courthouse square improvements; the Southside Café installed curved windows on the second floor, 216 6th street had tuck-pointing done, Charleston Lumber had roof work done and the Uptowner had needed structural repairs.  Kit reported that the IHPA people had nice comments about the Square.
Dennis remarked about the new owners of the Post Office building.  The interior remodeling has begun.  The city has not seen the plans yet.  We also talked about the fire damage on the home on 7th Street.  The damage was extensive and the owners have not yet decided to repair or demolish.
Steve also asked about the water damage due to the flood in the Will Rogers Theater.  Kit was hoping to reach the owners to see if she can get more information. 
Stone Arch Bridge – Curt Buescher reported on a failed grant process that was hopefully going to help pay for bridge restoration.  The bid process will begin again soon.  The city has been looking for contractors that specialize in historic bridges.  Curt had to revise the specs for the bids after more information about bridges was learned.  The plan is to wait until summer when the creek is lower.  Bid opening should then happen in late March with a June beginning date.  The 6th street structure will be the first to be attended to.  A sandstone mortar analysis is needed to do the job right.  The east and west sides will be totally tuck-pointed and the underside 40% to 60%.  The 7th and 10th street bridges will come later.
Deborah reported about some new signs the city will be installing.  A materials bid for the city-wide reflective street signage project is in progress.
4) Preservation Fair – Erin will order a breakfast tray from County Market and arrange for the city coffee pot and coffee to be used.  Elisa asked about a donation from the HPC to the Library for the use of their facilities.  It was pointed out by Deborah that the Library is also a part of the city government and funds come from the same place.  Kit suggested a letter of thanks in the paper instead.  The Tarble Arts Center will loan some easels for the displays.  Kit mentioned that a lead paint law may have come into effect recently requiring all contractors to be certified.
5) Website – Kit shared her concerns about the site.  It is not yet working perfectly.  It is not as user friendly as the HPC would like.  Gary will be able to update the pages as needed.  Flyers and/or postcards to announce the website were mentioned.
6) Riot Tours – It was decided that a script should be provided covering an assortment of buildings on or near the Square and that it would last about an hour.  Kit asked for commitments from those that can help with the tour.  Kit, Elisa, Blair and Erin have volunteered.  
7) [bookmark: _GoBack]Elisa suggested a public acknowledgment of the Corray’s purchase of the Post Office building. The HPC decided to wait until the open house, after the renovation. 
8) Matt Webb chose not to be reappointed to the HPC.  His position will be vacant come August. A variety of names of people were suggested to fill his position. A business owner on the Square was suggested.  The ordinance suggests that a Real Estate person “may” be included on the commission but it is not required.

Susan moved to adjourn the meeting and Blair seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 a.m.


Respectfully submitted, Erin Blitz, Secretary
	

Historic Preservation Commission	Page 1

