
CHARLESTON TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

AUGUST 27, 2014 

 

        The Charleston Tree Commission meeting of August 27, 2014 was called to order by Chairman Andy 

Methven at 6:38 PM in the upstairs conference room of City Hall at 520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois. 

         Members present included Andy Methven, Stan Adkins, Wesley Whiteside, Gary Cole, Vince Gutowski, 

Dale McCullough, Bob Wagoner, and Cynthia Nichols. Also present was curt Devore, Superintendent of 

Charleston Parks and Facilities Maintenance. 

         The minutes of the June 25th, 2014 meeting  were approved as printed on a motion by Nichols as 

seconded by Wagoner. The motion passed on an 8-0 vote. 

        Prior to the start of the meeting, members of the Tree Board were interviewed by Channel 3 television 

about the topics of the loss of the bur oak tree on Eastern Illinois University’s campus and the possible 

outbreak of EAB. The interviews were conducted  under one of the ash trees growing on Charleston’s square 

across from City Hall. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Problem trees.    Curt Devore presented a report on the condition of ash trees around the square. One or two 

trees on the east side may have to be removed due to severe decline.  He mentioned that removing these 

trees will not be easy due to infrastructure problems. He would like to replace with an appropriate species of 

tree.  Several of the ash trees may need to be trimmed in the near future. 

Emerald Ash Borer update---purple traps.  The Illinois Department of Agriculture delivered 4 purple 

“Barney” traps which Curt Devore and staff placed in trees around the city.  Gary Cole also had one to put up in 

an ash tree. 

Clean up of trees around the Courthouse Square.   The” Grate Tree Project “was carried out by Curt 

Devore’s staff. They replaced old mulch and debris with a new layer of mulch.  It was noted that one ash tree 

has “grabbed” the grate surrounding it. 

Ash tree inventory and ash tree tagging update.    Discussion followed concerning presenting the EAB 

Preparedness Plan for the City of Charleston as well as cost figures for removing and replacing infected ash 

trees versus treating with various chemicals. Curt Devore has compiled cost estimates  that may be used by the 

city as well as private citizens as the need arises.  Adkins will meet with Devore to finalize cost analysis of 

treatment versus removal/replacement. 

Tree plantings---Project with boy scouts [consider project to plant trees along boulevards] 

        Cynthia Nichols and Bob Wagoner will meet with the Boys Scout troop on Monday, September 8th at 7 PM. 

The troop is based at the Wesley United Methodist Church in Charleston.  The scout leader to contact is Keith 



Kohanzo.  Discussion followed as to what species to plant, and when to start this project…spring or fall.  It was 

thought that Arbor Day in April would be a good time for the project. Curt Devore provided estimates as to 

cost of trees and possible revenue sources including his budget and Ameren. 

Nature Works---Urban trees.   Andy Methven gave a short report on this program. Jennifer Behnken had  e-

mailed  information about possible spring tree plantings. 

Ameren’s Right Tree Right Place grant program.    Curt will research the application process to see if 

Charleston would qualify. Ameren will provide homeowner’s $125 per tree for removal  from under power 

lines. 

State Champion Tree—Black Oak on back nine of Charleston Country Club golf course.   Bob Wagoner gave a 

brief report on the State Champion trees we have in the community as well as details about the newest State 

Champion Black Oak. 

Trees of Merit---Golden Rain tree and Tamarisk. This topic will be dealt with at a future meeting. 

“City tree” project.   Several species of trees were mentioned as being adopted as Charleston’s City Tree. 

Species mentioned were the red bud, golden rain tree and male gingko. Discussion followed concerning 

involving citizens and educating them about the project. Several ideas were discussed as to having elementary 

students at Jefferson Elementary School vote on a city tree species. Chairman Methven volunteered to talk 

with Principal Rob Ulm about working with details of such a project. Curt suggested that perhaps each year 

there could be a “celebrity tree species” to plant along a selected street.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Bur Oak on east side of Old Main.  Chairman Methven has requested that the Tree Board be provided a sample 

from this famous tree. EIU has retained  legal council to advise a committee about how to proceed with 

remnants of the tree. 

Revised Tree Commission meetings for 2014---Sept 24, Oct. 29, and Nove. 26.  No discussion on this topic. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

    The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 Pm on a motion by Bob Wagoner as seconded by Vince Gutowski. 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 6:30 PM in the upstairs conference room at 520 

Jackson Avenue, Charleston, Illinois. 

 

Submitted by: Stan Adkins, Secretary 

         


