
CHARLESTON TREE COMMISSION MINUTES 

JUNE 25, 2014 

         The Charleston Tree Commission meeting of June 25, 2014 was called to order by Chairman Andy 

Methven at 6:35 PM in the upstairs conference room of City Hall at 520 Jackson Avenue, Charleston, 

Illinois. 

     Members present included Andy Methven, Stan Adkins, Gary Cole, Gordon Tucker, Cynthia Nichols, 

and Vince Gutowski. Also present was Curt Devore, Superintendent of Charleston Parks and Facilities 

Maintenance. 

     The minutes of the April 16, 2014 meeting  were approved 6-0 on a motion by Vince Gutowski as 

seconded by Gordon Tucker. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

           Problem  trees.      The City removed a Sycamore at 12th and Monroe over objections of Curt 

Devore.  It was on city property and was a tree of about 150 years of age. An oak tree had died and was 

removed . It was growing by the water treatment plant. Ameren took down a tree on city property, with 

permission, at 17th and Jackson on the northwest corner.  It had a split leader and had been cabled 

several years ago. It was a large hard maple and was considered to be a hazard.  Also, a dead oak at 

Seaton baseball field was removed. At State and Division streets, there is a Black Walnut tree that has 

tree branches that may be a visual hazard. 

       Emerald ash Borer update----purple traps?.      The purple EAB traps are not yet up in selected 

ash trees. Adkins reported observing several infected ash trees in Orland Park, Illinois. The symptoms 

are very evident in those trees.  

      Clean up of trees around the square [The Grate Tree Project].      Adkins explained his 

delay in organizing the project with apologies to Board. He will e-mail possible dates with a Saturday 

morning as a good time for volunteers to do the work of cleaning out old debris and replacing with fresh 

mulch. 

       Ash tree inventory and ash tree tagging update.    Vince Gutowski reported that Matthew B. at 

the University of Illinois would like us to share our city inventory.  The organization making the request 

is The Sustainable Technology Center. Gutowski explained that some of the ash trees on the current 

inventory may not actually be on city right of way.  More information will have to be collected. 

        Revision of Arboriculture Specifications Manual.          One source of information to use for 

possible revisions of the arboriculture manual would be the International Society of Arborists in 



Champaign, Illinois. Chairman Methven will e-mail the Tree Preservation Ordinance from Decatur, 

Georgia for members study. Also, it was reported that Geneva, Illinois has a tree protection ordinance as 

part of the Historic District. Methven asked members to report any historic preservation ordinances that 

they are familiar with. Charleston’s Historic District does not speak specifically to preserving trees. 

        Tree plantings.      Curt Devore reported that he has 15 trees left to plant. Curt had  e mailed a list 

of trees by species and where  their planting site would be.  

 

New Business      

       Plans for remainder of 2014.      The infection, Thousand Canker Disease of black walnut was 

discussed. What should be the Tree Board’s role in informing the public? Gutowski asked about 

providing the city schools with tree samples for study.  Cynthia Nichols discussed the Tree Board 

working with community youth groups such as Boys Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 4-H among others.  

Programs could be developed to teach proper tree planting, mulching and tree care. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

      The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 PM on a motion by Vince Gutowski as seconded  by Gary Cole. 

The next meeting will be July 30, 2014 at 6:30 PM in the upstairs conference room at 520 Jackson 

Avenue, Charleston, Illinois. 


