
TREES NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CITY USE 
(From the Manual of Woody Landscape Plants by Michael A. Dirr) 

 
Scientific Name                           Common Name                           Comments 
Abies sp. Fir Visibility hazard 
Acer Negundo Boxelder Weak-wooded 
Acer Saccharinum Silver Maple Rot; weak-wooded 
Aesculus sp. Horsechestnut Foliar diseases; leaf blotch 
Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven Weak-wooded; aggressive 
Betula sp. White Birch Low stress tolerance; borers 
Carya sp. Hickory; Pecan Littering fruit; messy; difficult 

to transplant 
Catalpa speciosa Catalpa Littering fruit 
Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud Low stress tolerance; littering 

fruit 
Diospiros virginiana Persimmon Littering Fruit 
Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian Olive Disease; storm damage 
Gleditsia sp. Honeylocust Disease/insect problems 
Ginko Biloba Ginko; Maidenhair (female) Ill-smelling, littering fruit 
Juglans sp. Walnut; Butternut Littering fruit 
Juniperus sp. Juniper Visibility hazard 
Maclura pomifera Osage Orange; Hedge-apple Littering fruit 
Malus sp. Apple Littering fruit 
Morus sp. Mulberry (female) Littering fruit 
Paulownia tomentosa Royal Paulownia; Empress 

Tree 
Messy; questionable hardiness 
in zone 5 

Picea sp. Spruce Visibility hazard 
Pinus sp. Pine Visibility hazard 
Platanus occidentalis American Sycamore Twig blight 
Populus deltoids Cottonwood Weak-wooded; messy 
Populus sp. Poplar Weak-wooded 
Prunus sp. Cherry and Plum Littering fruit; disease prone 

Quercus palustris Pin Oak Iron chlorosis 
Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust Shallow-rooted; borers 
Salix sp. Willow Weak-wooded; invasive roots 

Sassafras albidum Sassafras Suckering; insect problems 
Sorbus americana American Mountainash Short-lived; borers 
Sorbus aucuparia European Mountainash; 

Common Mountainash 
Disease/insect problems 

Taxus sp. Yew Visibility hazard 
Thuja sp. Arbor vitae Visibility hazard 
Tsuga canadensis Canadian Hemlock Visibility hazard 
Ulmus sp. Elm Dutch Elm Disease 
 


